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Princess Elisabeth Antarctica is linked! 

The International Polar Foundation and SES have successfully completed 
the installation of the satellite ground station in Antarctica  

Brussels and Luxembourg – March 5th, 2010 -- The International Polar Foundation (IPF) and 
global satellite operator SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG), 
today announced that the installation and tests of the SES satellite ground station in Antarctica 
have been successfully completed. 
 
As a main sponsor of the Princess Elisabeth Station, SES provided engineering and design 
support for the building of the satellite link, as well as donating capacity for this exciting and 
innovative project. A crew of SES specialists joined the BELARE team to run tests and launch 
the operations. Dedicated bandwidth on the recently launched NSS-12 satellite at 57°E will 
guarantee reliable communications in the C-band link between Princess Elisabeth and Belgian 
Polar Secretariat Antarctic operations headquarters. 
 
The new infrastructure makes a significant contribution to scientific research as it offers real-time 
data transfer from Antarctica. Furthermore, this installation will allow the Princess Elisabeth 
Station to be monitored online, thus ensuring best efficiency from the micro smart grid 
capabilities in energy management. 
 
“The installation and successful testing of the satellite ground station at Princess Elisabeth 
Antarctica is the final link that closes the data chain allowing the research station to meet its 
objectives”, said Alain Hubert, President of IPF and of the Belgian Polar Secretariat. “Data for 
science programs, energy efficiency management and global station monitoring will flow via this 
link throughout the year. The presence of SES as a technical partner and main sponsor has been 
paramount and we thank all SES contributors for their commitment to make it a success.” 
 
“This project, which has been supported by a multi-team task force within SES, is an excellent 
example of our desire to support activities that underscore our commitment to environmental 
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issues, and highlight the contribution that satellite technology can make to improve the 
understanding of our planet,” said Romain Bausch, President and CEO of SES.  “I would also 
like to thank the team, which included contributions from ASTRA TechCom Services and SES 
WORLD SKIES, for their hard work over the past year to help ensure the success of this project. 
We are very proud to be associated with the IPF and the Belgian government in this worthwhile 
venture.” 
 
Pictures 
Pictures of the satellite installation are available to the press after contacting the IPF’s press 
officer, Ben Huyge. They can be downloaded at: 
http://www.polarfoundation.org/news/press_pictures_list/. 

 
Background information: 
www.polarfoundation.org 
 
Princess Elisabeth project and news: 
www.antarcticstation.org 
 
IPF Media Contact:  
Ben HUYGE 
Press Officer 
Phone: +32 (0)2 543 06 98 
E-mail: ben.huyge@polarfoundation.org 
 
SES Media Contact:  
James COLLINS 
Senior VP, Corporate Communications 
Phone: +352 710 725 450 
E-mail: james.collins@ses.com 
 
International Polar Foundation (IPF): 
The International Polar Foundation is a public utility foundation, which aims to promote polar 
research as a tool for raising public awareness and fostering understanding of the fundamental 
mechanics of our climate. 
 
The IPF also encourages the adoption of innovative solutions that will enable us to respond in a 
sustainable manner to the challenges associated with climate change. 
 
 

http://www.polarfoundation.org/
http://www.antarcticstation.org/
mailto:ben.huyge@polarfoundation.org
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